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6-8 Activities to complete at home. Do one per day. Weeks 2-3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

A B C D E F G H 

Z Y X W V U T S 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

 

 
Choose any 

book, TV show or 
movie. Write a 1 

paragraph 
summary, and 
then write and 
illustrate an 

alternate ending. 

 
Use things you 
can find in your 
house to invent 
something new. 

Illustrate and 
label it. Write 

about how you 
would use this 

invention to solve 
a problem. 

 
 
 

Create a cipher 
code, then write 
a message to a 
family member. 
See if they can 

unlock the code. 
EX: 

For each letter of 
the alphabet, 

find four objects 
in your house that 

begin with the 
letter. 

Example: 

A: airplane toy, 
animal crackers.. 

B: bread 
C: 
D: 

Choose 
something in your 
house to use as a 
measuring tool, 
like a water bottle 

or a spoon. 
Measure 10 things 
with that tool and 

make a list. 
Example: My bed 

= 12 water bottles 
by 16 water 

bottles. 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

 
Find 30 objects in 
your home. Sort 
them into lists. 
Example: things 
that are red, 
things that are 
plastic, things 

that are 
magnetic. 

Roll up three 
pieces of paper 
to make tubes. 
Stand them up. 
See how many 
things you can 
stack on top of 

the tubes. 
Make a list of all 
the things you 
were able to 

stack. 

 
 

Create a 
scavenger hunt 
for your family. 

Hide things 
around your 

house, then write 
clues to help 
them search. 

 
Observe the cars 
that pass by your 
home in 1 hour. 
Tally the color of 

each car. 
Create ratios to 

explain the 
probability of a 
certain color car 

passing by. 

 
 

Think of two 
characters from 
two different 

books or shows. 
Write a story 

about what might 
happen if they 
met each other. 

 



 

6-8 Actividades para hacer en casa. Haz una actividad por día.  Semana 2-3 
Lunes Martes Miércoles Jueves Viernes 

Escoge cualquier libro, 
programa de 
televisión o película.  
 
Escribe un resumen 
sobre lo que miraste o 
leíste. 
 
Haz una ilustración y 
escribe un final 
diferente. 
 

Usa cosas que 
encuentres en casa 
para inventar algo 
nuevo. 
 
Haz una ilustración 
de lo que creaste y 
etiqueta sus partes.   
 
Escribe como se 
usaría tu nuevo 
invento. 
 

Crea un código, luego 
escribe un mensaje 
para que alguien de 
tu familia descifre lo 
que dice tu mensaje. 
 

A B C D E F G H 

Z Y X W V U T S 

 
 
 

Para cada letra del 
abecedario, 
encuentra tres cosas 
en tu casa que 
comienzan con esa 
letra y escríbelas. 
 
Ejemplo: 
A: agua, anillo, 
almacén 
B: baño, bolsa, blusa 
C: 
D: 

Escoge algo en tu casa 
que puedas usar 
como una 
herramienta de 
medir.  Por ejemplo, 
una cuchara o una 
botella de agua. 
 
Mide 10 cosas con tu 
herramienta y 
escríbelas. 
 
Ejemplo: Mi cama mide 12 
botellas de agua a lo ancho 
y 16 botellas de agua a lo 
largo 

Lunes Martes Miércoles Jueves Viernes 
Encuentra 30 objectos 
en tu casa. 
 
Ponlos en categorías y 
escribe tu lista. 
 
Ejemplo: 
Cosas rojas, cosas de 
plástico, cosas con 
imán, etc. 
 

Enrolla tres pedazos 
de papel en tubos. 
 
Páralos, y pon sobre 
ellos diferentes cosas. 
 
Escribe cuantas cosas 
pudiste encimar en 
ellos. 

 

Crea una búsqueda de 
tesoros para tu 
familia.   
 
Esconde cosas 
alrededor de tu casa y 
escribe pistas para 
que los demás los 
encuentre. 

Observa los carros 
que pasan por 
enfrente de tu casa 
por una hora.   
 
Mantén una lista de 
los colores que pasan 
y crea una 
probabilidad de que 
carro pasará después. 
 

Piensa en dos 
personajes que sean 
de diferentes libros o 
programas de 
televisión. 
 
Escribe un cuento de 
cómo podrían llegar a 
conocerse. 
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Instructions for the Student  

Read the stories “The Elves and the Shoemaker” and “Going the Extra Yard.” As you read 
the stories, think about characteristics that both stories share. In addition, think about the 
point of view from which each story is told. After reading the stories, you will answer 
questions about the texts. Then, you will use what you’ve learned to write an essay 
analyzing the texts.  

The Elves and the Shoemaker 
By: The Brothers Grimm 

1There was once a shoemaker, who worked very hard and was very honest: but still he 
could not earn enough to live upon; and at last all he had in the world was gone, save just 
leather enough to make one pair of shoes. 

2Then he cut his leather out, all ready to make up the next day, meaning to rise early in 
the morning to his work. His conscience was clear and his heart light amidst all his 
troubles; so he went peaceably to bed, left all his cares to Heaven, and soon fell asleep. 
In the morning after he had said his prayers, he sat himself down to his work; when, to 
his great wonder, there stood the shoes already made, upon the table. The good man 
knew not what to say or think at such an odd thing happening. He looked at the 
workmanship; there was not one false stitch in the whole job; all was so neat and true, 
that it was quite a masterpiece. 

3The same day a customer came in, and the shoes suited him so well that he willingly paid 
a price higher than usual for them; and the poor shoemaker, with the money, bought 
leather enough to make two pairs more. In the evening he cut out the work, and went to 
bed early, that he might get up and begin betimes next day; but he was saved all the 
trouble, for when he got up in the morning the work was done ready to his hand. Soon in 
came buyers, who paid him handsomely for his goods, so that he bought leather enough 
for four pairs more. He cut out the work again overnight and found it done in the morning, 
as before; and so it went on for some time: what was got ready in the evening was 
always done by daybreak, and the good man soon became thriving and well off again. 

4One evening, [deep in the winter], as he and his wife were sitting over the fire chatting 
together, he said to her, “I should like to sit up and watch tonight, that we may see who it 
is that comes and does my work for me.” The wife liked the thought; so they left a light 
burning, and hid themselves in a corner of the room, behind a curtain that was hung up 
there, and watched what would happen. 

5As soon as it was midnight, there came in two little naked dwarfs; and they sat 
themselves upon the shoemaker's bench, took up all the work that was cut out, and 
began to ply with their little fingers, stitching and rapping and tapping away at such a 
rate, that the shoemaker was all wonder, and could not take his eyes off them. And on 
they went, till the job was quite done, and the shoes stood ready for use upon the table. 
This was long before daybreak; and then they bustled away as quick as lightning. 
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6The next day the wife said to the shoemaker. “These little wights have made us rich, and 
we ought to be thankful to them, and do them a good turn if we can. I am quite sorry to 
see them run about as they do; and indeed it is not very decent, for they have nothing 
upon their backs to keep off the cold. I'll tell you what, I will make each of them a shirt, 
and a coat and waistcoat, and a pair of pantaloons into the bargain; and do you make 
each of them a little pair of shoes.” 

7The thought pleased the good cobbler very much; and one evening, when all the things 
were ready, they laid them on the table, instead of the work that they used to cut out, 
and then went and hid themselves, to watch what the little elves would do. 

8About midnight in they came, dancing and skipping, hopped round the room, and then 
went to sit down to their work as usual; but when they saw the clothes lying for them, 
they laughed and chuckled, and seemed mightily delighted. 

9Then they dressed themselves in the twinkling of an eye, and danced and capered and 
sprang about, as merry as could be; till at last they danced out at the door, and away 
over the green. 

10The good couple saw them no more; but everything went well with them from that time 
forward, as long as they lived. 

Going the Extra Yard 
1Every time I visit my old neighborhood, I inevitably find myself ambling past Mr. Stowe’s 
yard, reflecting fondly on what transpired there just a few years ago. Of course, it isn’t 
Mr. Stowe’s yard anymore; he’s since moved away, as have my family and I. But it will 
always be Mr. Stowe’s yard to me, and the memories of my brother and I assiduously 
raking and pruning in what we earnestly, and naively, thought was clever secrecy never 
fail to make me smile. 

2Growing up in the city, I saw more concrete than foliage, by a significant margin. Not 
many people in our neighborhood had yards to begin with, and those who did didn’t tend 
to devote much attention to them. Except, that is, for Mr. Stowe. No matter the season, 
Mr. Stowe’s yard was immaculate. Every April, his daffodils emerged from the ground in 
perfect rows; in the summer, the grass grew thick and lush; in the fall, not one stray leaf 
sat on his stoop; and in the winter, the snow on his front walkway was shoveled into neat, 
uniform mounds. As a retired teacher, Mr. Stowe relished spending his free time working 
outside in the fresh air. He could be seen planting, pruning, mowing, and trimming for 
hours each day. His efforts earned him a Blue Ribbon Award for Neighborhood 
Beautification from the city, an award he displayed proudly in the front window of his 
home. Mr. Stowe wasn’t just good with plants, however; he was wonderful with people 
too. He was affable and warm and loved chatting with passing neighbors about his newest 
rosebush or his latest battle with a particularly prickly weed. And even though he took 
great pride in his unblemished gardens and lawn, he never showed even the least bit of 
aggravation if a stray soccer ball rolled into his flower bed, or if my dog chased a squirrel 
through his dense grass. 

3One October, Mr. Stowe injured his hip and had to have surgery. He returned home from 
the hospital looking exhausted and weak, although he tried to muster a small wave as he 
was helped into his house. Doctor’s orders forced him to stay inside to rest and recuperate 
for four weeks. On a blustery night shortly after he returned home, harsh winds blew 
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broken branches and leaves all over his pristine property. The next morning on our way to 
school, my eight-year-old brother Charlie and I observed the damage. 

4“What’s Mr. Stowe going to do now, Joseph?” Charlie inquired anxiously. I was only three 
years older than he was, but Charlie always thought I had the answers to everything. 

5“I…I don’t know,” I replied uncertainly. 

6The yard was Mr. Stowe’s pride and joy. The idea of its being in disarray, and of Mr. 
Stowe being confined to his house, forced to witness its decline yet helpless to tend to it, 
was terrible. 

7“I’ve got an idea!” I told Charlie. “A really good idea.” 

8That afternoon, Charlie and I gathered rakes and shears and garbage bags from our 
garage and proceeded to Mr. Stowe’s yard. We had decided to help return the yard to its 
former glory. We picked up all the loose branches, raked the leaves, trimmed the bushes, 
and watered the flowers. I even swept the driveway in the same vertical pattern I had 
seen Mr. Stowe use several times. We moved as quickly and quietly as possible, no easy 
feat when wielding gardening equipment, with the goal of finishing before he could see us 
working; we wanted it to be a surprise. 

 9The next day on our way to school, Charlie and I spotted Mr. Stowe peering out of his 
front window, surveying the yard. We both ducked behind a tree and observed as a highly 
perplexed look fell over his face. He scanned the area, seemingly searching for the 
courteous culprits, but when he saw no one, he simply shrugged his shoulders and 
seemed to let out a small chuckle. Charlie and I chuckled as well; we were glad to see a 
smile back on Mr. Stowe’s face, and thrilled that he approved of our work.  

10Charlie and I decided to continue to keep Mr. Stowe’s yard in award-winning form while 
he recovered. Over the next few weeks, more leaves and debris fell, and each time, 
Charlie and I raked and swept them up as swiftly and quietly as possible, scampering 
away before he could spot us. At times, our efforts felt downright hopeless; I admittedly 
started to wonder how Mr. Stowe found such satisfaction in completing these tasks when 
they were often undone by the weather a matter of a few mere hours later. Nevertheless, 
Charlie and I remained dedicated for the duration of Mr. Stowe’s recovery, and we knew 
our efforts were worth it when we saw Mr. Stowe gazing out his window, admiring his 
spotless yard. By the end of November, Mr. Stowe’s hip had healed, and he returned to 
tending to his lawn and chatting with neighbors; Charlie and I returned to simply 
marveling at his yard rather than working in it. 

11One day in early winter, Charlie and I returned from school to find a small package 
sitting on our front porch. Inside the box were two blue ribbons with gold lettering that 
said “Blue Ribbon Award for Kindness.” There was also a note with a handwritten message 
that read:  

12To My Helpful Elves,  

Thank you for your good deeds. You have not only made my yard beautiful, but you 
also have elevated my spirits. You truly deserve an award. 

Sincerely, 
Mr. Stowe 
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13“Joseph, he knew!” Charlie exclaimed, clasping his blue ribbon with pride. 

14“He knew,” I said, slowly realizing that Mr. Stowe likely had been watching us the entire 
time, keeping quiet so as to allow us the satisfaction of succeeding in our scheme.  

15We proudly placed the awards in our window just as Mr. Stowe had. He never mentioned 
our efforts in person, but from that time forward Mr. Stowe would often give us wink as 
we passed—an acknowledgement that wasn’t necessary, or expected, but that meant 
more to me than he ever could have imagined, and that helped create a memory that I 
always will treasure. 

1. What is the main theme of “The Elves and the Shoemaker”? How is this theme 
revealed through the plot? How is it revealed through the characters? Include 
details from the text to support your response. 

 

 

2. What is the main theme of “Going the Extra Yard”? How is this theme revealed 
through the plot? How is it revealed through the characters? Include details from 
the text to support your response. 

 

 

3. Read paragraphs 5 and 9 of “The Elves and the Shoemaker.” What examples of 
figurative language can you identify in these two paragraphs? How does this 
language contribute to the story? Remember that when authors use figurative 
language, they use words and phrases to mean something different than their 
expected, literal meanings. Similes, metaphors, and idioms are examples of 
figurative language. Similes compare unlike things using the words like or as; 
metaphors compare unlike things directly, without using the words like or as; 
idioms are figures of speech in which words and phrases take on unusual 
meanings. 

 

 

4. Read paragraph 12 of “Going the Extra Yard.” What example of allusion can you 
identify in this paragraph? How does this allusion contribute to the story? 
Remember that an allusion is a reference to another work, such as a story, play, 
or myth, that does not directly state the name of the work being referenced. 
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5. How is the point of view in “The Elves and the Shoemaker” different from the 
point of view in “Going the Extra Yard”? What is the effect of each point of view on 
the reader? 

 

 

6. What do you think the author’s intent is in the “The Elves and the Shoemaker?” 
How is this revealed through the tone? Include details from the text to support 
your response. 

 

 

7. What do you think the author’s intent is in “Going the Extra Yard”? How is this 
revealed through the tone? Include details from the text to support your 
response. 

 

 

Use What You Have Learned 

Now it’s time to show what you have learned. You are giving a presentation to a group of 
students about the impact that traditional stories have on modern works. You will write an 
essay about how “Going the Extra Yard” reflects the theme, character types, and events 
of “The Elves and the Shoemaker.” The essay also should include an analysis of how 
“Going the Extra Yard” tells the traditional story in a new way. In this analysis, you should 
reflect on what is effective in the retelling, what may not be effective, and why and how 
the retelling could be made better. Finally, you will explain how another modern story with 
which you are familiar draws on a traditional story, myth, or epic tale, and why it does or 
does not work in a modern setting. The modern story can be a book, play, or movie. 

8. How does “Going the Extra Yard” to analyze and explain how “Going the Extra 
Yard” draws on the character types, themes, and events of “The Elves and the 
Shoemaker”? Why do you think the author of “Going the Extra Yard” chose “The 
Elves and the Shoemaker” as source material?  

Analyze and explain how “Going the Extra Yard” tells the story of “The Elves and 
the Shoemaker” in a new way. How are elements from “The Elves and the 
Shoemaker” changed to fit into a new context? How is this retelling effective? Are 
there ways in which you think it is ineffective? Why? How could the retelling be 
improved?  

Describe how another modern story (i.e., a book, play, or movie) with which you 
are familiar represents a retelling of a traditional story, epic tale, or myth. Does 
this retelling work in a modern setting? Why or why not? 

Provide details from the texts to support your responses. 
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Problem Set  
 

1. A certain ball is dropped from a height of 𝑥 feet. It always bounces up to 
2

3
 𝑥 feet.  Suppose the ball is dropped from 

10 feet and is stopped exactly when it touches the ground after the 30
th

 bounce.  What is the total distance traveled 

by the ball?  Express your answer in exponential notation.   

Bounce 
Computation of Distance 

Traveled in Previous 
Bounce 

Total Distance Traveled (in feet) 

1   

2   

3   

4   

30   

𝑛   

 

2. If the same ball is dropped from 10 feet and is caught exactly at the highest point after the 25
th

 bounce, what is the 

total distance traveled by the ball?  Use what you learned from the last problem. 

 

3. Let 𝑎 and 𝑏 be numbers and 𝑏 ≠ 0, and let 𝑚 and 𝑛 be positive integers.  Write each expression using the fewest 

number of bases possible: 

(−19)5 ∙ (−19)11 = 2.75 × 2.73 = 

710

73
= (

1

5
)
2

∙ (
1

5
)
15

= 

(−
9

7
)
𝑚

∙ (−
9

7
)
𝑛

= 
𝑎𝑏3

𝑏2
= 

 

4. Let the dimensions of a rectangle be (4 × (871209)5 +  3 × 49762105) ft. by (7 × (871209)3 − (49762105)4) ft.  

Determine the area of the rectangle.  (Hint:  You do not need to expand all the powers.) 

 

5. A rectangular area of land is being sold off in smaller pieces.  The total area of the land is 215 square miles.  The 

pieces being sold are 83 square miles in size.  How many smaller pieces of land can be sold at the stated size? 

Compute the actual number of pieces.   
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